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Nebraska Public Power 
District’s service territory 
includes 14 communities 
with 100+ acres available 
for your rail-served project. 
These sites are served 
by Union Pacific, BNSF 
Railway Company, and/or 
a short line railroad. These 
locations are shown on the 
map to the right.

NPPD’s Economic Development website has a 
portal to the Location One Information System. This 
searchable database is your window to all of these 
rail-served sites, as well as other available sites 
and buildings located in NPPD’s service territory. 
Begin your search here: http://econdev.nppd 
.com/site-selection-location-services/
sites-and-buildings/.

Looking for a Rail-Served 
Industrial Site?

Nebraska Public Power District, in partnership with the Lincoln 
Partnership for Economic Development, will exhibit at this year’s 
FABTECH tradeshow in Atlanta, November 11–13. The event will be 
held at the Georgia World Congress Center and is expected to cover 
more than 550,000 square feet and anticipates 27,000 attendees and 
1,400 exhibiting companies. Check out the latest industry trends and 
technology in the metal forming, fabricating, welding, and finishing 
industries. Visit with Nebraska representatives at Booth B4412.
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Superior is booming with new 
businesses and repurposed existing 
buildings. The City of Superior, 
Superior Development Corporation, 
and Superior Chamber of Commerce 
understand economic development 
is largely a local responsibility and 
have joined together to seek new 
businesses, career options for all ages, 
and improve the quality of life.

“As an industrial town, we’re well aware of the importance 
of a strong and growing labor market. We take advantage of 
funding opportunities to support expansion and have used 
CDBG funds for storm water projects, federal and state 
energy grants to replace street lights with LEDs, and TIF 
funding to support two new developments, Superior East 
and Kingswood Court. We’re always willing to work with 
incoming companies to find innovative solutions to make 
expansion possible,” said Mayor Sonia Schmidt.

The south-central Nebraska community of 1,900+ population 
has seen recent activity in its agricultural, retail, and housing 
sectors in recent years, in part due to these collaborative efforts.

Aurora Cooperative, one of Nebraska’s largest cooperatives, 
partnered with global business firm CHS Inc. to form a limited 
liability company called Superior East, LLC, and build a new 
high-speed shuttle loading facility on the east edge of Superior. 
The facility will have a storage capacity of 1,250,000 bushels 
and include a 120-car capacity circle track on the BNSF line 
moving product to markets west and south, including Mexico. 
Additionally, the location will provide a grain ground piling 
system and a 10,000 ton liquid fertilizer storage with ample room 
to expand both grain and fertilizer capacity. Superior East will be 
ready to take grain in October.

Superior’s health care system includes an acute care hospital 
and health clinic, both renovated in 2010. Brodstone Memorial 
Hospital retains the services of many talented specialists 
traveling from across the region. Kingswood Court has begun 
the first phase of developing a continuous care facility campus 
across the street with the transformation of a former school into 
a 63-unit senior housing development. The facility is scheduled 
to open in fall 2014.

In August 2012, Superior Elementary relocated to a new 
$6 million elementary school beside the Junior/Senior High 
School. The bond issue passed on the first vote.

In the retail sector, Casey’s General Store is currently building 
a new $1.5 million facility with a projected completion date of 
January 2015. Casey’s will be across the street from the newly 
completed $970,000 Dollar General facility that was finished in 
October 2013. The Dollar General facility was constructed on 
the redeveloped site of a former elementary school.

As the largest community for 60 miles in two states, located 
in the agricultural heartland of south-central Nebraska, 
Superior is located between I-70 and I-80, the two major 
east-west thoroughfares across the nation and just west of 
U.S. Highway 81, the major 4-lane north/south corridor through 
the state. In addition, Superior’s rail access is key to being a 
regional transportation node. The Superior Municipal Airport 
has undergone extensive renovation to support general aviation 
needs.

“Located in the center of major U.S. transportation routes, 
an incentive package that partners well with state economic 
development programs, and the coordinated effort we 
have with NPPD, Superior is in the position to provide 
their support for any innovative expansion efforts,” stated 
Sherry Kniep, Superior Development Corporation Director.

The citizens of Superior stand behind the community as a goal 
to grow, having passed the LB840 Economic Development 
Plan and a 1 percent city sales tax collection through 2020. The 
LB840 program is a municipal sales tax earmarked for 
community improvements and economic development efforts 
designed to help stimulate economic growth from within. 
Kottmeyer Business Park is a result of this funding and 
currently there are 18 acres ready for tenants.

The City of Superior is a wholesale customer of Nebraska Public 
Power District.
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The Nebraska Diplomats held their 47th annual banquet 
in conjunction with “Passport to Nebraska” weekend 
September 5–6, 2014, in Lincoln. The event, which brought 
more than 20 corporate guests, was held in conjunction with 
their annual meeting and CEO Roundtable. This year’s event 
focused on the headquarters of companies with Nebraska 
facilities. Company representatives from Belgium, California, 
China, Colorado, Illinois, Japan, Kansas, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Ohio, Spain, and Texas were hosted.

During the banquet Governor Dave Heineman presented 
the City of Norfolk with the “Diplomats Community of the 
Year” award for their recent accomplishments. Nebraska 
Public Power District (NPPD) was one of many sponsors of 
Passport Weekend. Our Economic Development staff hosted 
several NPPD customers as their guests.

The mission of the Nebraska Diplomats is to help build the 
Nebraska economy by supporting the Nebraska Department 
of Economic Development’s efforts to assist with the growth 
and expansion of existing business, attract new business to 
the State, and improve Nebraska’s business climate and 
competitiveness. Several hundred business executives 
and community leaders make up the Nebraska Diplomats. 
Vice President of Customer Services Ken Curry and 
Economic Development Manager Rick Nelsen are members 
of the Nebraska Diplomats representing NPPD.

Mary Plettner, Senior Economic Development Consultant 
for Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD), was named 
2014 Nebraska Economic Developers Association (NEDA) 
Professional of the Year.

The award was presented to Mary by Nebraska’s association 
of economic development professionals at its NEDA fall 
conference in Columbus, Nebraska.

“Mary epitomizes NPPD’s values of customer focus and 
teamwork and that shows in her work. She truly cares 
about the communities in NPPD’s service territory and 
collaborates with others on our team and across the 
state,” said Rick Nelsen, NPPD Economic Development 
Manager. “She is very deserving of this award.”

Plettner facilitates 20–30 strategic planning sessions per year 
across the state. She also attends trade shows, participates 
in recruitment efforts, works diligently to train local economic 
development staff for site visits and recruitment preparedness, 
and supports the business retention and expansion program. 
Plettner received her CEcD designation in 1999.

“The greatest reward in my profession is watching the 
communities grow and find creative ways of solving 
problems to complex issues,” Plettner said. “I believe 
my partnership with other agencies including, but 
not limited to, the Nebraska Department of Economic 
Development, Northeast Development District, and the 
Nebraska Economic Developers Association enable me 
to serve my communities in a more professional and 
effective manner.”

Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) was among 
ten utilities receiving Honorable Mention from Site Selection 
magazine in their annual selection of “Top Utilities in 
Economic Development.”

Criteria is based on the analysis of corporate end-user project 
activity in 2013 in that company’s territory based on the 
Conway Data New Plant Database and submitted materials 
from utilities; website tools and data; innovative programs 
and incentives for business, including energy efficiency and 
renewable energy programs; and the utility’s own job-creating 
infrastructure and facility investment trends.

“This is a great honor not only for NPPD and its economic 
development team but also for our fellow public power 
colleagues who we work closely with,” according to 
Mike Claborn, Marketer at NPPD. “Additionally, it reflects 
positively on the cooperative efforts among the economic 
development organizations in the communities we 
serve.”

The entire Top Utilities article, can be found at: http://www 
.siteselection.com/issues/2014/sep/top-utilities.cfm.
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Pictured above: Mary Plettner, NPPD Senior Economic Development Consultant and 
husband Rocky.
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New Look for Economic Development Website
Whether you are a site consultant, prospect, or a Nebraska 
community served by Nebraska Public Power District 
(NPPD), check out our newly redesigned website at 
http://econdev.nppd.com. The website’s updated look 
provides the information you need right at your fingertips. 
Popular community information including local demographics, 
community profiles, 5-year GIS demographic city and county 
projections, census quick facts, community guides, and trend 
studies, along with links to a community’s website, are still 
available. Available sites and buildings in the NPPD service 
territory can be found on the site through a portal to the 
Location One searchable database, the same database used 
by the Nebraska Department of Economic Development.

High-trafficked links continue to be available including 
business assistance resources, demographic and labor 
data information, target industry studies, and the Nebraska 
Economic Development Overview, our quarterly newsletter, 
along with our department contact information for more 
detailed information requests.

The new look and feel of the website will continue to be a go-to 
website for all our customers, site selectors, and prospects.
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