
York County Economic Development, Seward County Economic 
Development, and Fillmore County Development Corporation 
partnered with York College, Henderson Chamber, York Area 
Chamber, Seward Area Chamber, the Nebraska Department of 
Labor, and area high schools for the second annual Tri‑County 
Job Fair and Career Day.

The Job Fair was held in March at the Holthus Convention 
Center in York and had approximately 60 businesses with 
open positions. A broad range of positions were available from 
professional such as healthcare to mechanics, agriculture, and 
fast food positions. Many career opportunities were to be found.

A Career Day lead up to the Job Fair, and students attended 
panel discussions from businesses representing agriculture; 
food & natural resources; business, marketing & management; 
communications & information systems; health services; human 
services & education; and skilled & technical sciences. Students 
were provided with resume review services, the opportunity to 
hear a presentation on interview techniques, and participate in 
mock‑interviews.

The Job Fair objective was to connect area businesses with 
potential employees, and ultimately fill positions. The Career 
Day objective was to expose students to the various careers in 
the region and connect them to businesses. The overall goal 
was to show that the Tri‑County area has jobs, will have jobs 
when they are ready to pursue a career, and encourage them to 
come back home after college or the military.

“The Job Fair and Career Day were direct results from 
our Business Retention & Expansion Program where 
businesses identified the need to recruit additional 
workforce, while at the same time identifying future skills 
needed by our industries. By working collaboratively with 
our neighboring counties, we hope to have a larger impact 
on getting potential employees willing to look at the area,” 
said Lisa Hurley, Executive Director of York County Development 
Corporation. 
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Xpanxion President Paul Eurek attended the president’s 
presentation at a gathering of the National League of Cities. 
Eurek said that the success and growth Xpanxion has seen was 
one of the reasons the area was selected for the program. The 
initiative will focus on nontraditional candidates, including people 
who can be trained through community colleges and short‑term 
online programs known as coding bootcamps. President Obama 
outlined a plan to focus on streamlined training programs to fill 
technology jobs.

The city of Kearney is served electrically by Nebraska Public 
Power District. 

A new national training effort to fill technology jobs is coming to 
Kearney and Buffalo County, Nebraska. President Barack Obama 
recently announced the TechHire Initiative, a campaign that will 
encourage businesses and communities to quickly train people for 
high‑paying technology jobs. Kearney is among 21 communities 
involved in the campaign, including St. Louis, Kansas City, 
Portland, Nashville, Minneapolis, and San Francisco.

Multinational software development company Xpanxion is the 
driving force behind the city and county involvement in the 
program. Xpanxion, which is headquartered in Atlanta, currently 
employs about 85 people in Kearney.

Kearney Chosen for National Technology Training Effort

http://econdev.nppd.com


Additional $4.4 million Available to Spur New 
Lending to Nebraska Businesses and Create Jobs

The Nebraska Department of Economic Development (NEDED) 
received its third and final installment in March to assist new 
business development, job creation, and angel investments 
through the U.S. Treasury Department’s State Small Business 
Credit Initiative (SSBCI). The state was awarded a total of 
$13,168,350 in October 2011 to create the Nebraska Progress 
Loan Fund, administered by NEDED, and the Nebraska 
Progress Seed Fund, administered by Invest Nebraska.   Invest 
Nebraska, a partner of NEDED, is a private non‑profit venture 
development organization focused on early stage high‑impact 
companies in Nebraska and growing the state’s economy.

“These SSBCI funds allow Nebraska to focus on the 
development of early stage companies and growth 
companies in our urban and rural areas,” said Nebraska 
Governor Pete Ricketts.

The Nebraska Progress Loan Fund has provided funding for 
nine new loans totaling $6.84 million, attracting $28,180,275 
in private lending, creating 299 new jobs and developing new 

Darling Ingredients Buys Former 
Cheese Plant in Nebraska

relationships with Nebraska bankers interested in investing in 
small businesses located in their communities. Additionally, 
15 angel investments totaling $802,000 (as of December 31, 
2014) have been made, attracting $988,000 in private investment 
with follow‑on investment totaling $1,154,000 as the companies 
have started to grow.

The partnership between the Nebraska Progress Loan Fund 
and community bankers has led to investments in companies 
engaged in developing or marketing medical devices, industrial 
tools, special‑use storage tanks, energy‑saving software, and 
the manufacture of natural light‑weight materials substituted 
for more expensive resin materials in plastics and other uses, 
among other products.

For more information on the Nebraska Progress Loan Fund and 
Nebraska Progress Seed Fund, visit: www.neded.org.

of the Economic Development Council of Buffalo County. 
“Darling is a reputable company that is rich in history and 
their $11 million investment in Ravenna is a reflection of 
Darling’s commitment.”

Darling Ingredients is served electrically by Nebraska Public 
Power District.

For more information on Darling Ingredients Inc., visit:  
www.darlingii.com.

A Texas‑based company, Darling Ingredients Inc., recently 
acquired the Leprino Foods Company site in Ravenna, Nebraska.

Renovations have already commenced at the former cheese 
plant. Darling intends to begin production of a wet pet food 
ingredients operation by the summer of 2015. The company 
expects to hire 20–25 employees for two production shifts.

“The process of locating a new owner started the day the 
plant closed in late 2013,” said Darren Robinson, President 

I N G R E D I E N T S  I N C .
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In Other   

BNSF Railway Company ‑ An estimated $226‑million 
capital program is planned in 2015 for rail capacity 
improvement projects and maintenance in Nebraska.

Ward Laboratories, Inc. ‑ The Kearney, Nebraska, facility 
expanded by 16,900 square feet; now encompassing 
32,650 square feet. Ward Laboratories, Inc. analyzes 
soil, water, feed, plant, manure, fertilizer, wastewater, and 
biological testing for soil health. Since the laboratory’s 
inception in 1983, more than 4,417,000 samples have 
been analyzed from nearly every state and seven foreign 
countries. 

Pacific Ethanol buys Aventine Renewables in 
$190‑million all‑stock deal. Aventine Renewable Energy, 
Inc., has two production plants located in Aurora, 
Nebraska. 

Tyson Fresh Meats, Inc. investing $47 million in 
Lexington, Nebraska’s beef plant. The project will begin 
this spring with construction of a 50,000‑square‑foot 
warehouse, near the existing beef complex. Completion 
date is expected in mid‑2016. The new facility will improve 
the flow, efficiency, and capacity of the plant’s boxed beef 
storage and distribution systems. Tyson employs more 
than 2,700 people at their Lexington plant. Tyson Fresh 
Meats is the beef and pork unit of Tyson Foods, Inc. Tyson 
also has Nebraska facilities in Dakota City, Madison, and 
Omaha.

As the country’s only 100 percent public power state it seemed 
only natural for Nebraska to be well represented at Area 
Development’s First Annual Public Power Consultants Forum.

“We have attended many of the consultants forums over 
the years but this is the first one solely focused on public 
power utilities and the communities they serve,” said Rick 
Nelsen, NPPD Economic Development Manager. “When I first 
heard about it, I reached out to our public power partners in 
the state and to our communities and encouraged them to 
attend. We had such a strong response that the organizers 
named us one of the Platinum Sponsors for the event.”

Making up the “Nebraska Advantage Partners” for this event 
were Dawson Area Development, Lincoln Electric System, 
Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development, Nebraska 
Department of Economic Development, Nebraska Municipal 
Power Pool, Nebraska Public Power District, and Omaha Public 
Power District. As a sponsor, the team had direct access to 
nine site consultant speakers and was allowed to provide them 
with information about Nebraska and their organizations.

“This partnership is further evidence of the cooperation 
that is at the core of public power,” according to Nelsen.

The Public Power Consultants Forum, held in Nashville, was 
organized by Area Development Magazine and connected site 
selection experts with economic development professionals 
from public power utilities and communities. Area Development 
puts on several theme related forums each year. 

P A R T N E R S

Collaborate at Consultants Forum
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L
F U E L  E T H A N O L
WORKSHOP & EXPO
an Ethanol Producer Magazine eventFEW

31st ANNUAL

Brian Vasa, Economic Development Consultant for Nebraska 
Public Power District (NPPD), will be attending the Fuel Ethanol 
Workshop in Minneapolis, June 1–4. NPPD’s objective is to 
build on existing relationships and understand current trends 
and issues facing the industry. If you would like to visit with Brian 
while attending this show, contact him at bkvasa@nppd.com to 
set up an appointment.

For more information, visit: www.fuelethanolworkshop.com.

Nebraska Economic Fact

Popcorn is in the top ten of 
America’s favorite snack foods. 
Did you know that Nebraska 
is number one in popcorn 
production? Nebraska produced  
almost 354 million pounds of 
popcorn in 2012.

Source: 2012 Census of 
 Agriculture
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